Effect of moisture, bale type, and a preservative on alfalfa hay quality and feeding value by Laytimi, A. et al.
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 
Volume 0 
Issue 1 Cattleman's Day (1993-2014) Article 1037 
1986 
Effect of moisture, bale type, and a preservative on alfalfa hay 




See next page for additional authors 
This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 1986 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension Service. Contents of this publication 
may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other 
rights reserved. Brand names appearing in this publication are 
for product identification purposes only. No endorsement is 
intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not 
mentioned. K-State Research and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 
 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Laytimi, A.; Arledge, J.; Grimes, C.; and Bolsen, K. (1986) "Effect of moisture, bale type, and a preservative 
on alfalfa hay quality and feeding value," Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: Vol. 0: 
Iss. 1. https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.2440 
Effect of moisture, bale type, and a preservative on alfalfa hay quality and feeding 
value 
Abstract 
In the first of two alfalfa hay experiments, lambs fed small bale hays averaged 16% better gains and feed 
conversions than those fed large bale hays; Fresh Cut®-treated hay gave 9% better performance than 
untreated hays; and medium-moisture hays produced 12% faster and more efficient gains than low-
moisture hays. In the second experiment, hay baled above 30% moisture had excessive heating, more 
discoloration and mold growth, higher storage losses, and lower dry matter and protein digestibilities 
compared with 15% moisture hay. 
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